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on its critical or scientific side, would not of
itself give much comfort to religious minds,
that usually crave massive support rather
than sublime independence;   it leads to the
heroic egotism of Fichte or Niet&sehe rather
than to any green pastures beside any still
waters.   But the critical element in idealism
can foe used to destroy belief in the natural
world; and by so doing it can open the way
to another sort of idealism, not at all critical,
which might be called  the  higher  super-
stition.   This views the world as an oracle
or charade, concealing a dramatic unity, or
formula,  or  maxim,   which   all  experience
exists to illustrate-   The habit of regarding
existence as a riddle, with a surprising solu-
tion which we think we have found, should
be the source of rather mixed emotions;
the facts remain as they were, and rival
solutions may at any time suggest them-
selves;   and the one we have hit on may
not, after all, be particularly comforting.
The Christian may find himself turned by it
into a heathen, the humanist into a pantheist,
and the hope with which we instinctively
faced life may be chastened into mere con-
formity.   Nevertheless, however chilling and